
Carnegie brings arts to urban education 
center  

When two Carnegie Visual and Performing Arts 

Center teaching artists first asked their group of 

future actors what they thought about acting, the 

reviews were mixed. 

“They weren’t really into it,” said Carnegie Teaching 

Artist Angelina Caliguri-Schrand. 

Eight weeks later, after their first-ever performance 

at Notre Dame’s Urban Education Center in 

Covington, the response was a little different when 

an audience member asked if they’d act again. 

“They all raised their hands, which speaks for the 

entire thing,” Caliguri-Schrand said. 

The acting program was just one of three arts 

programs taught by the Carnegie at Notre Dame’s 

Urban Education Center this school year. The 

center, which opened in 2010, is a place Covington 

students can go to after school to be tutored, 

participate in activities, do their homework and play. 

Before the theater portion at the center, Carnegie teaching artists taught an 8-week dance 

program to younger students based on the books of Dr. Seuss. Following the end of the 

theater program Jan. 13, the Carnegie will start an 8-week film course that will allow the 

students to create, and promote, their own product using film. 

“We’re definitely hoping to come back next year,” said Alissa Paasch, Education Director 

of the Carnegie. “We’re loving Notre Dame.” 

Writing the script, making costume 

decisions and acting in the play itself 

aren’t creative decisions that are usually 

available to students in schools, Caliguri-

Schrand said. 

“This is an opportunity for them to explore 

something they’ve never explored before,” 

she said. 

Fellow teaching artist Stuart McNeill views 

theater as another method of teaching 

children: “Art programs really open up new 

avenues of expression and education,” he 

said. 

St. Augustine School fifth grader Jasmine 

Spellman and Holy Family School fifth grader 

Jaqueline Gabriel play Eva Stepmother and 

her fairy godparent in "The Trial of the Evil 

Stepmother" at Notre Dame's Urban 

Education Center Jan. 13. 

Students take a bow after the successful performances of 

"Confessions of an Orphan Turned Rich" and "The Trial of 

the Evil Stepmother" Jan. 13 at Covington's Urban 

Educaton Center. 
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Without the Carnegie, the Urban Education Center wouldn’t be able to offer as much arts 

programs, said Sister Mary Lynette Shelton, director of the center. 

“Our basic thing this winter is dealing with homework. They come in with their work and 

we see that it gets finished and they get one-on-one tutoring,” she said. “I don’t think we 

have the creative part and that’s what the Carnegie brought to this.” 

Holy Family seventh grader Amanda Ortiz said she enjoyed the acting program so much 

that she plans to sign up for the Carnegie’s film program too. 

“They helped us along the way and made sure we were doing our best,” she said of the 

Carnegie. 
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